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Shaikh Abbas bin Muhammad Reza al Qummi was born in the year
1294 AH in Qum, Iran. His father Shaikh Muhammad Reza was a
merchant and renowned as a pious & religious man. His mother
Zainab was a virtuous lady too and had pledged to herself that at
the time of feeding the newborn baby, she would not be without
ablutions (Wuzu) and would feed the child in a state of cleanliness
& purity. She practiced what she said and for two years she fed
Abbas in the state of ablutions. Due to this Shaikh Abbas al Qummi
would say, "The main reason for my success is due to my mother's
blessings, because that respected lady, within possible limits, fed
me in a state of cleanliness & purity". 



Shaikh Abbas progressed so rapidly in acquiring Religious
education that he became famous in Qum. He was known as ‘Shaikh
Abbas' and was described as a young religious person who had great
Islamic knowledge. In other words, the local people of Qum knew
that a young boy aged 20 was present in their city who was
performing great acts, and apart from instructive and worthy
sermons, he was even compiling books. At the beginning of his
21st year, Shaikh Abbas's first book was published in
Qum, and was not only a means of happiness for Shaikh and his
neighbours, but he himself thanked Allah (s.w.t.) for this success
and tried much harder and wrote many other books.[1]



In Qum he gained maximum benefit from the Celebrated Scholar
Ayatullah Mirza Muhammad Arbab al Qummi (d. 1361 AH) and made
extensive use of his library. He had even made use of the presence
of Haj Agha Ahmed Tabatabai. From his youth, he had an elegant
handwriting and was fond of calligraphy. He learnt different
methods of calligraphy like ‘Naskh’ and ‘Nastabeeq’ from the art
teacher Agha Shaikh Muhammad Husain. He acquired skills in the art
of calligarphy to such an extent, that his first book Fawaed al
Rajabiyyah, was written in his own handwriting and was printing in
1315 AH. In the same year, at the end of the month of Safar, he
transcribed 220 pages of Surah al Yaseen by Mulla Sadra in Naskh
calligraphy and at the end of it, he has mentioned himself as a
student of the lowest grade and the lowest creature on the
earth.[2]






[1]Ali
Ma’sumi, “Chehreha wa Qisseha”




[2] Ali
Dawani, “Mafakhire Islam” 







After completing the Muqaddimat (Preliminary stage) studies of
the Hawzah, Shaikh Abbas realized that the knowledge gained from
Hawzah of Qum did not satisfy him, therefore, in the year 1316 AH,
he migrated to Najaf al Ashraf to quench his thirst of acquiring
more knowledge. Because Shaikh Abbas was very eager to know about
the true narrators, and he himself narrated from the beginning,
when he entered Najaf, he was fascinated by the Scholarly
personality of Ayatullah Mirza Husain Noori Tabarsi (d.1320 AH) and
attended his lectures. Within a short period he gained utmost
knowledge from his teacher, and due to his own zeal, became one of
his most endeared students. Muhaddis al Noori trusted him to such
an extent, that he gave him the task of transcripting his book
Mustadrak al Wasael. He gained authorities from his teacher in the
fields of Rational & Traditional Sciences, Jurisprudence,
Exegesis, Scholasticism & other Sceinces, and excelled in them.
He remained with his teacher for four years and returned to his
hometown Qum after his death. He says regarding the death of his
teacher, "His death was such bitter upon me, that I still feel its
bitterness in my mouth".[1] In Qum he remained engrossed in
teaching & training students, writing & oratory.



Thereafter he proceeded for the Haj and in the year 1322 AH
moved to Mashshad due to various personal & economic problems.
There too he remained engrossed in training & teaching and
remained there for a considerable time. It was during this period
that Ayatullah al Uzma Shaikh Abdul Karim Haeri Yazdi (d.1355 AH)
migrated from Arak to Qum and revived the Theological Center there.
Students from all over the world hastened to Qum to gain utmost
benefit from it. To strenghten and mobilize the Hawzah in Qum,
Ayatullah Yazdi invited






[3] Shaikh
Abbas al Qummi, “Fawaed al Razawiyyah” 







numerous Ulama to settle there, and he also requested Shaikh
Abbas al Qummi to come there. Shaikh Abbas readily agreed to the
offer and hastened towards his hometown Qum and settled there.



He was passionately attached to the books and in this regard,
his son says, "From my early childhood, whenever I travelled with
my father, I always saw him engrossed in compilation and learning
from the early hours of the morning until late night".[4] Once he travelled to
Syria with a group of businessmen. His companions say, that while
they would go out for sightseeing, he would sit behind and remain
busy in writing and study. And whenever they invited him to
accompany them, he would refuse to go. Also at night, while they
would be fast asleep, he would be busy in studies. His love of
books was so intense, that inspite of being economically poor, he
would save money to buy books. He himself says, "During my days of
studying in Qum, I had become very indigent. I would gather each
Qiran to make some Tuman. I would then walk on foot from Qum to
Tehran and buy books from there and return back”.[5]



It is related that once a man requested Muhaddis al Qummi to
recite the Majlis[6] and promised that he
would give him fifty Iraqi






[4] At the
end of the translation of Nafasul Mahmoom, a book authored by
Shaikh Abbas al Qummi




[5] “Shaikh
Abbas Qummi : Marde Taqwa wa Fazilat”




[6] A
Religious gathering in which an orator relates the excellences of
Ahlulbait (a.s.) followed by their sufferings. Also accompanied by
enjoining the performance of good deeds & preventing from evil
ones, ornamenting them with evidences from the Qur’an and Prophetic
Traditions (Adadees) 



Dinars, while at that time the expenditure of Shaikh Abbas was
three dinars per month. Hearing this Muhaddis al Qummi replied, "I
mount the pulpit for Imam Husain (a.s.) and not for anything else,
therefore I cannot accept your offer".



He lead and very simple & sober life, that even an ordinary
student was far better than him. He had a cloak of canvas that was
neat, perfumed & clean. He spent many years of winter and
summer in it, but never ever thought of changing it, while the
floor of his house was covered with a coarse carpet. He was
familiar with the Qur'an, from early childhood, and when arriving
at the verse, "And created not I, the jinn and the humans,
but that they may worship (Me)", [7] his whole body would
tremble and he would whisper, "How unaware and how far we are from
the Divine goal". He firmly believed that the performance of
obligatory deeds alone was not sufficient to reach the peak of
perfection, but performing the supererogatory (Nawafil) and
recommended (Sunnah) prayers, while the remembrance of Allah,
supplications and invocations, lead to the ultimate position, and
he himself was never ignorant of performing it. His son, Mirza Ali
Muhaddis Zadeh narrates, "As fas as I can recall, my father never
missed his night Prayers (Salat al Layl), even during the
journeys".

With all his scholarly ranks and levels of piety & learning, he
always showed humility & modesty, and was weary of pride &
fame and desired to live a life of anonymity. He was respectful to
all, but mostly he paid particular respect to the Sadat scholars
and people who were in some way the propagators of Ahlulbait
(a.s.). When he





[7] Holy Qur’an, Surah al
Zariyat : 56 







entered a Religious gathering, he would sit wherever he found a
place and would not give priority to himself upon others.

He has left behind him a great treasure of books authored by him on
various Islamic subjects. According to his son Mirza Ali Muhaddis
Zadeh, he wrote 63 books on prayers, ethics, history &
biographies. But Mudaress Tabrizi has listed 30 books by him in his
book Rayhanatul Adab. Ayatullah Sayyed Mohsin al Ameen names 65
books authored by him,[8] at the same time Ali
Dawani introduces about 85 large & small books by him.
[9] To name a
few, (1) Mafatihul Jinan wal Baqiyatus Salehat (Considered one of
the best books on Supplications & Ziyarat), (2) Safinatul Bihar
wa Madinatul Hikam was Asar (Compilation of the subjects of Biharul
Anwar of Allamah Majlisi and its summarization, completed in a span
of 20 years), (3) Muntahal Amal fi Tareekh al Nabi wal Aal (A
comprehensive book upon the lives of the Fourteen Infallibles), (4)
Al Fusoolul Aliyyah fil Manaqibal Murtazawiyyah (Upon the
excellences and ethics of Imam Ali), (5) Ad Durrun Nazim fi Lugatil
Qur'anil Azeem, (6) Kohlul Basar fi Seerate Sayyedul Bashar (Upon
the life on the Holy Prophet), (6) Fayzul Qadeer fima Yuta'alliq be
Hadeesil Ghadeer (A brief summary upon the Hadees al Ghadeer from
the book Abaqatul Anwar by Meer Hamid Husain Hindi Kantoori), (7)
Hikmat Baleghah wa meat Kalemat Jame'ah (Brief aphorisms of Imam
Ali on Islamic Beliefs and Principles of Religion), (8) Fayzul
Allam fi Waqaye' al Shuhur wal Ayyam (Index of occurences during
the months & days), (9) Ilmul Yaqeen (Summary of Haqqul Yaqeen
of Allamah Majlisi), (10)





[8] Ayatullah Sayyed
Muhsin al Ameen, “A’ayan al Shi’ah”




[9] Ali
Dawani, “Mafakhire Islam” 



Kalemat Latifiyyah (On Ethics), (11) Sharh Wajizat Shaikh Bahai
(Explanation of Shaikh Bahai's book Al Wajizah) (12) Sharh Kalemat
Qisar Hazrat Ali (Explanation of the short sayings of Imam Ali
appearing at the end of Nahjul Balaghah), (13) Tuhfatul Ehbaab fi
Tarajimul Ashab (Discussing the lives of the companions of Holy
Prophet and Aimmah), (14) Fawaedul Rajabiyyah (Daily occurences and
other recommended acts and monthly prayers), (15) Ad Durrah al
Yatimiyyah fi Tatmat al Durrah al Samaniyyah (Explanation in
Persian of Nassab al Sibyan and completion of Sharh Nassab of Fazil
al Yazdi), (16) Hadiyatuz Zaereen wa Bahjatun Nasereen (Merits of
visitation to the graves of Aimmah, and determining the graves of
scholars and believers buried around them), (17) Zakhirat al Abrar
fi Muntakhab Anees al Tujjar (Summary of Anees al Tujjar of Mulla
Ahmed al Naraqi, on commercial transactions), (18) Ghayatul Qaswa
fi Tarjumatil Urwatul Wusqa (Persian translation of Al Urwat al
Wusqa of Ayatullah al Uzma Sayyed Muhammad Kazim al Yazdi), (19)
Tuhfah al Toosiyyah wan Nafaghah al Qudsiyyah (Merits of visitation
to the Blessed Grave of Imam Ali al Reza and significance
attributed to his Sacred Mausoleum), (20) Nafasul Mahmoom (A book
upon the Tragedy of Karbala and Martydom of Imam
Husain),[10] (21) Nafsatul
Masdoor (Continuation of Nafasul Mahmoom and published as an
Annexure to it), (22) An Anwarul Bahiyyah fi Tareekhil Hujajul
Ilahiyyah (Dates of birth and death of Aimmah), (23) Treatise upon
the major and minor sins, (24) Manazelul Akherah (Upon the various





[10]The
translator has the great privilege to translate this precious &
informative book into the English language that was published by
Madinatul Ilm Islamic Center, Mumbai (India); and Ansarian
Publications, Qum (Iran)



stages of the hereafter),[11] (25) Translation of
Misbahul Mutahajjid of Shaikh al Toosi, (26) Nuhzatul Nawazir
(Translation of Ma'danul Jawahir of Shaikh Karajaki), (27) Maqamate
Aliyyah (Summary of Me'rajus Sa'adah of Mulla Ahmad al Naraqi),
(28) Tatmeem Tahiyyatuz Zaer (Completion of Tahiyyatul Zaer of
Mirza Husain Noori, that was left unfinished by him due to his
death, dealing with the  visitation to the graves of Aimmah),
(29) Al Kunna wal Alqab (Biographies of Scholars & Poets
indexed according to their titles), (30) Tuhfatul Ahbaab fil
Ma'rufeen bil Kunna wal Alqab (Summary of Kunna wal Alqab), (31)
Fawaedur Razawiyyah fi Ahwal Ulama al Mazhab al Ja'fariyyah
(Biographies of Shi'ah Scholars), (32) Baitul Ahzaan fi Masaeb
Sayyedatun Niswan (Upon the glorious life of Sayyedah Fatemah and
the episode of Saqifah & Fadak),[12] (33) Sabilur Rashad
(Dealing with the Principles of Religion), (33) Ghayatul Maram fi
Talkhees Darus Salam (Summary of Darul Salaam of Allamah Mirza
Husain Noori), (34) Al Kashkol (Collection of his poems), (35)
Sharh Sahifah al Sajjadiyah (Explanation of Sahifah al Sajjadiyyah
of Imam Zainul Abedeen), (36) Mukhtasarul Abwab fil Sunan wal Adab
(Summary of Hilyatul Muttaqeen of Allamah Majlisi), (37) Arba'een
Hadees (Forty Traditions), (38) Translation of Jamalul Usbu' of
Sayyed Ibn Tawoos, etc.

Ayatullah Aqa Buzurg al Tehrani writes about this great
personality, "I found him to be a perfect human being, a great
scholar.





[11] The
translator also has the honour of translating this book into the
English language that was published by Madinatul Ilm Islamic
Center, Mumbai (India); and Imam Ali Foundation, Qum
(Iran)




[12] The
present book







He was an embodiment of all the laudable qualities, and
possessed a praiseworthy character. He was humble and stuffed with
utmost piety and abstinence. I was acquainted with him for a
considerable time and my spirit gained utmost benefit from his
Divine spirit".[13]



Shaikh Abbas al Qummi died at the age of around 65 years on
23rd Zilhaj 1359 AH (1940 AD) after leading a fruitful
life and leaving behing him an enormous wealth of knowledge for
humanity to benefit from. Ayatullah al Uzma Sayyed Abul Hasan al
Isfahani (d. 1399 AH) recited prayers upon his body, and he was
laid to rest besides his teacher, Muhaddis al Noori, in the
courtyard of the Shrine of the Commander of the faithful Imam Ali
(a.s.) in Najaf al Ashraf. “Allah will exalt (you in) ranks (unto
Him), those who believe among you, and those who have been granted
knowledge, and Allah is All-Aware of whatsoever you do.”
[14]






[13] Aqa Buzurg
al Tehrani, “Tabaqat A’alam al Shi’ah”




[14]Holy Quran,
Surah al Mujadilah : 11
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Praise be to Allah (s.w.t.) with all the hymns by which He is
praised by the Angels, who are nearest to Him; by His creatures,
who are most honourable in His Sight; and by those adorers, who are
best approved by Him. A praise that excels all praise in the same
way as the Lord excels all His creatures. And His Blessings upon
His Messenger Muhammad (s.a.w.s.), the Prophet of Mercy, and upon
his Pure Progeny (a.s.), who are the Lanterns in darkness and
brilli­ant Minarets of Guidance, and High Lofty Standards of
Religion. And His Special Blessings on His Last Deputy and His
Remaining Emissary, the Ex­pected Mahdi (May Allah hasten his glad
advent and include us among his adherents).



Women’s status in the world has been one of the hottest issues
of debate since centuries. Several Organizations for Women’s
liberation have been formed around the globe that strive day &
night to liberate the ‘oppressed women’ from the clutches of
fanaticism & oppression. Freedom, equality, equity and fair
justice for women is the slogan of these organizations that
endeavor to give women her lost status in society, to portray her
independent identity, so that she may walk side by side men and
execute all those tasks that they perform and even those that they
dare not perform. Religion is condemned for limiting women’s
involvement in all affairs of the society and barring them from
reaching their goals. Islam, in particular, has been criticized
continuously for its ‘bias against women’ confining them in the
four walls of the house hidden under the ‘ugly black veil’ and
considering them a ‘door-mat’, thus hindering their progress.
Western organizations have been in the forefront in their criticism
of Islam for this ‘injustice’ and have succeeded in gathering
around them a multitude of ‘Liberated Arab & Muslim women’, who
have most passionately responded to their call for freedom.



Before discussing women’s position in Islam, let us have a look
at what status did women enjoy in the past (and the present too) in
the other major Religions of the world and the ‘Progressive
Nations’. Christianity, which is considered the most liberal
Religion of the world, has been far more rigid in its stand against
women. Jawaharlal Nehru, in his monumental work Discovery of India,
writes, “Bad as the legal position of women was in ancient India,
judged by the modern standards, it was far better than in ancient
Greece and Rome, in early Christianity, in the Canon Laws of
Medieval Europe, and indeed right up to comparatively modern times at the
beginning of the 19th
Century”.[15]



In the early ages of Christianity, when the Religion of the
people, high & low, ignorant & educated, consisted only in
the adoration of the Mother of Jesus, the Church of Christ had
placed the sex under a ban. Priest after Priest had written upon
the enormities of women, their evil tendencies, their inconceivable
malignity and considered them to be a necessary evil, a natural
temptation, a desirable calamity, a domestic peril, a deadly
fascination, a painted evil ! St. Tertullian (about 155 to 225
CE) represented the general feeling in a book in which he addressed
the woman saying, “Do you not know that you are each an Eve? The
sentence of God on this sex of yours lives in this age: the guilt
must of necessity live too. You are the Devil's gateway: You are
the unsealer of the forbidden tree: You are the first deserter of
the divine law: You are she who persuaded him whom the devil was
not valiant enough to attack. You destroyed so easily God's image,
man. On account of your desert even the Son of God had to
die”.[16] St
Augustine (354 to 430 CE) wrote to a friend, “What is the
difference whether it is in a wife or a mother, it is still Eve the
temptress that we must beware of in any woman… … I fail to see what
use woman can be to man, if one excludes the function of bearing
children”![17]  Martin






[15]Jawaharlal Nehru,
“Discovery of India”, Oxford University Press (1982)




[16] Karen
Armstrong, “The Gospel According to Woman : Christianity’s creation
of the sex war in the west”, Elm Tree Books (1986); Nancy Van
Vuren, “The Subversion of Women as practiced by Churches,
Witch-Hunters, and other sexists”, Westminster Press.




[17] Karen
Armstrong, “The Gospel According to Woman : Christianity’s creation
of the sex war in the west”, Elm Tree Books (1986)







Luther (1483 to 1546), the German Theologian and Church
Reformer, says, “If they [women] become tired or even die, that
does not matter. Let them die in childbirth, that's why they are
there”.[18] The Orthodox Church
excluded women from the exercise of all religious functions
excepting the lowliest. They were excluded absolutely from the
society, were prohibited from appearing in public, from going to
feasts or banquets. They were directed to remain in seclusion, to
observe silence, to obey their husbands, and to apply themselves to
weaving, spinning & cooking. If they ever went out, they were
to be clothed from head to foot.



In the 19th Century religious leaders of France,
after long discussions, decided, “A woman is a human being, but
made to serve man”.  In England it was not until about 1850 AD
that women were counted in the National Population Census. It was
in 1882 AD that a British Law, unprecedented in the country’s
history, for the first time granted women the right to decide how
their own earnings should be spent, instead of handing them over
directly to their husbands immediately. Until then, even the
clothes on their back had been their husband’s property. Henry VIII
had in his days even forbidden women to study the bible when the
1st English translations began to appear. The
Reformation Statement on the Role of women declares, “In the
beginning God made man, male and female. He made Adam first, and
then made Eve from Adam's rib. This order of creation subordinates
wives to their husbands in marriage, and women to men in the
church. As an act of submission to their Creator, women are
commanded to submit to their husbands and to male leadership in the
church. Women






[18] H. Ellerbe, “The dark side of Christian History”,
Chapter 8, Endnote 103, Page 136







are not allowed to teach or have authority over men in any
formal capacity in the church”.[19]

Female infanticide among earlier Hinduism was common. A woman
was debarred from studying the Vedas, the most sacred of the Aryans
texts, or participating in the oblations to the Manes, or in the
sacrifices to the deities. The wife’s religion was, and still is,
to serve her husband, her Lord; her eternal happiness depended on
the strict performance of this duty. 



Child marriage of daughters 5-6 years old was common due to the
custom of dowry and to avoid scandals.[20] Law books prescribed
that the best partner for a man was one-third his age. Thus a man
18 years old should marry a girl 6 years old ! “A man, aged
thirty years, shall marry a maiden of twelve who pleases him, or a
man of twenty-four a girl of eight years of age; if (the
performance of) his duties would otherwise be impeded, he must
marry sooner”.[21] This system still prevails in many parts of
India.



An Aryan husband could at any time accuse his wife of
infidelity. In case the wife protested her innocence, the council
of village elders






[19]
Reformation Fellowship of the East Valley, Mesa, AZ (circa
1995)




[20] L.C.
Nand, “Women in Delhi Sultanate”, Vohra Publishers and
Distributors, Allahabad (1989); B.N.S. Yadav, “Society and Culture
in Northern India in 12th century”, Allahabad (1973); A.S. Altekar,
“The Position of Women in Hindu Civilization”, Delhi (1973); G.R.
Banerjee, “Some Aspects of the Position of Women in Ancient
India”




[21] Manu
Smriti, IX : 94



would then order an ordeal by fire. The accused wife would be
required to pass through a blazing flame. Not just death, but any
signs of burns would be taken as a sign of guilt and the wife would
then have to undergo the penalty for infidelity.[22]Adultery carried the death
sentence in Aryan law, so either way she would have to pay with her
life for her husband's or elders' mere suspicions. The ideal role
model for this custom was Sita, the wife of Rama. She was required
by her spouse, the most adored of Hindu Gods, to pass through the
fire ordeal after her return from Lanka where she had been abducted
by the king Ravana.



The death penalty was prescribed for Aryan women guilty of
infidelity. The Manu Smriti, the most authoritative Indo-Aryan
law-book, states, “When a woman, proud of her relations [or
abilities] deceives her husband (with another man), then the king
should [ensure that] she be torn apart by dogs in place much
frequented by people”![23]



Not only that, but adultery was defined as the simple touching
of clothes and even conversing with men, “He who addresses the wife
of another man at a Pilgrimage site, outside the village, in a
forest, or at the confluence of rivers, suffer (the punishment for)
adulterous acts”.[24]






[22]Encyclopedia Brittanica, 8
: 986 ‘ordeal’




[23] Manu
Smriti 8 : 371




[24]Manu
Smriti 8 : 356







A wife, a son, and a slave, these three were declared to have no
property; the wealth that they earned was (acquired) for him to
whom they belonged.



The Aryans, upon their invasion of India ca. 1500 B.C.
introduced the horrific custom of Sati, i.e. the faithful wife
would sacrifice herself on the funeral pyre of her dead husband.
The woman performing this ‘noble act’ found a niche in the hearts
of all the votaries of Hinduism as one of the best & noblest of
her sex, and often became herself the object of worship. It is
sanctioned by their most sacred texts, and was practiced from the
fall of the Semito-Dravidian Indus Valley civilization to the
modern age.



The most sacred of Aryan scriptures are the Vedas, and the Rig
Veda, the oldest Veda, mentions the custom of sati. The following
famous ‘Sati Hymn’ of the Rig Veda was (and still is) recited
during the actual immolation of the widow, “Let these women, whose
husbands are worthy and are living, enter the house with ghee
(applied) as collyrium (to their eyes). Let these wives first step
into the pyre, tearless without any affliction and well
adorned”.[25]

“If women do not perform sati, then they will be reborn into the
lowly body of a woman again and again until they perform
Sati”.[26] “It





[25] Rig
Veda X : 18 : 7;  M.P.V. Kane, “History of Dharmasashtra”',
Vol. IV, Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute (1953)




[26] Garuda
Purana II : 4 : 91-100; M.P.V. Kane, “History of Dharmasashtra”',
Vol. IV, Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute (1953)



is the highest duty of the woman to immolate herself after her
husband”.[27]



Thus it is evident that the Aryans introduced the custom of Sati
since it is encouraged in their scriptures and many goddesses even
performed the act. Several of Krishna’s (one of the most venerated
Hindu Gods) wives performed Sati upon his death, including Rukmini,
Rohini, Bhadra and Madura.[28] Madri, second wife
of King Pandu, considered an ‘incarnation’ of goddess Dhriti,
performed Sati.[29] 



Sati still continues to this day. In 1990, more than 50 widows
were burnt alive in sati.[30]

Another aspect of women’s suppression in Hinduism is the ‘Devadasi
system’ that prevails until today. Since the Hindu divinities loved
music & dancing, a large number of dancing girls are attached
to the temples, who are by no means vestal, and whose services are
at the disposal of the ministrants of the cult. Devadasi (lit.
servant of God) originally describes a Hindu religious practice in
which girls are ‘married’ to a deity or temple. In addition to
taking care of the temple, they learn and practice classical arts
& dances. Some scholars are of





[27] Brahma
Purana 80 : 75; S. Sheth, “Religion and Society in The Brahma
Purana”, Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd., N.Delhi (1979)




[28]
Mahabharata, Mausalaparvan, 7 : 18




[29]
Mahabharata, Adiparvan, 95 : 65




[30]Sonali
Verma, “Indian women still awaiting Independence”, Reuters, 12 Aug.
1997, New Delhi



the opinion that probably the custom of dedicating girls to
temples became quite common in the 6th century CE, as most of the
Puranas containing reference to it have been written during this
period. Several Puranas recommended that arrangements should be
made to enlist the services of singing girls for worship at
temples.



The dedication ceremony of the Devasadi is far more interesting.
It initiates a young girl into the devadasi profession and is
performed in the temple by the priest. In the Brahminical
tradition, marriage is viewed as the only religious initiation
(diksha) permissible to women. Thus the dedication is a symbolic
‘marriage’ of the pubescent girl to the temple's deity.



In the ceremonies, the devdasi-initiate consummates her marriage
with an emblem of the god borrowed from the temple as a stand-in
'bridegroom'. In practice this often means that the priest will
have sexual union with her in addition to the other nuptial rites
that are performed at a typical Hindu wedding. From then onward,
the devadasi is considered a ‘nitya sumangali’ a woman
eternally free from the adversity of widowhood. She would then
perform her ritual and artistic duties in the temple. The puberty
ceremonies are an occasion not only for temple honor, but also for
community feasting and celebration in which the local elites also
participate. The music and dance and public display of the girl
also helps to attract patrons.

Patronship in a majority of cases is achieved at the time of
the dedication ceremony itself. The patron who secures this right
of spending the first night with the girl can pay a fixed sum of
money to maintain a permanent liaison with the devadasi, pay to
maintain a relationship for a fixed amount of time, or terminate
the liaison after the deflowering ceremony. A permanent liaison
with a patron does not bar the girl from entertaining other
clients, unless he specifies otherwise. In case the girl entertains, other
men have to leave the girl’s house when her patron
comes.



In modern India the tradition has become associated with
commercial sexual exploitation, as described in a recent report by
the National Human Rights Commission of the Government of
India.[31] According to this
report, “after initiation as devadasis, women migrate either to
nearby towns or other far-off cities to practise prostitution” (pg
200). A study from 1990 recorded that 45.9 % of devdasis were
prostitutes. [32]



 Buddhism and Jainism were both protest movements against
the Vedic system. However, they did not lead to any major changes
in the status of women. This was due to the emphasis placed by
these religions on asceticism. Thus, although these reformers
opposed certain cruelties against women, yet they were considered
as hurdles on the path to salvation. The Buddha was very strict in
his insistence on asceticism. He left his home and wife to attain
nirvana (spiritual enlightenment) and considered women a hindrance
to that goal. Buddha is said to have induced his disciples not to
look at a woman or even talk to her.[33]






[31] P.M.
Nair, IPS, “A Report on Trafficking in Women and Children in India
2002-2003”, National Human Rights Commission, Government of India
(July 18, 2004)




[32]Jogan
Shankar, “Devadasi Cult - A Sociological Analysis (Second Revised
Edition)”, Ashish Publishing House, New Delhi (2004)




[33] N.N.
Bhattacharya, “History of Indian Erotic Literature - Sacred Books
of the East”, Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi
(1975)







Never was the condition of women so bad, never was she held
under greater subjugation, a slave to the caprice of man, than
under the Mago-Zoroastrians. The Persians in the relations of the
sexes recognized no law but that of his own will. He could marry
his nearest kindred and divorce his wives at his pleasure. The
system of female seclusion was not confined to the Persians alone,
among the Ionic Greeks women were confined within the Gynaikonitis,
often kept under lock & key and never allowed to participate in
public. In Persia, the custom of employing eunuchs to guard the
women prevailed from the remotest antiquity.[34]

Let us now turn to Arabia, the cradle-place of Islam, the
position of women in the pre-Islamic days was no better here
either. Arabia was a male dominated society in which women had no
status of any kind other than as sex objects. The number of women a
man could marry was not fixed. When a man died, his son ‘inherited’
all his wives, except his own mother. A savage custom of the Arabs
was to bury their female infants alive. Even if an Arab did not
wish to bury his daughter alive, he still had to uphold this
‘honorable tradition’, being unable to resist social pressures. The
Qur’an speaks out against this atrocity in clear
words, “And when is announced unto (any) one of
them a daughter, black becomes his face and he is filled with
wrath. He hides himself from the people, of the evil for the
tidings given to him, (he ponders whether) he shall keep her with
disgrace or bury her (alive) in the dust, behold, (how) evil it is
what they decide.[35] At another place it
is quoted, “And
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kill not your children for fear of want, We sustain them and
yourselves (too), Verily killing them is a great
sin”.[36] Also Allah (s.w.t.) says, "And when the female-baby
buried (alive) shall be asked (about), for what sin (of hers) was
she put to death”. [37]

Imam Bukhari, on the institution of marriage in Arabia before
Islam, quotes from Az Zuhri, who says that Urwah bin Zubayr
informed him that A’eshah told him that marriage in the Pre-Islamic
period was of four types : (1) One was the marriage of people as it
is today, where a man betroths his ward or his daughter to another
man, and the latter assigns a dower to her and then marries her.
(2) Another type was when a man said to his wife when she was
purified from her menses, “Go to X and have intercourse with him”,
her husband then stays away from her and does not touch her at all
until it is clear that she is pregnant from that man with whom she
sought intercourse. When it is clear that she is pregnant, her
husband has intercourse with her if he wants. He acts thus simply
from the desire for a noble child. This type was marriage was known
as ‘Nikah al Istibda’, the marriage of seeking intercourse. (3)
Another type was when a group (raht) of less than ten men used to
visit a woman and all of them had to have intercourse with her. If
she became pregnant and bore a child, when some nights had passed
after the birth she sent for them, and not a man of them might
refuse. When they had come together in her presence, she would say
to them, “You (pl.) know the result of acts, I
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have borne a child and he is your (sing.) child X” – naming
whoever she will by his name. Her child is attached to him and the
man may not refuse. (4) The fourth type is when many men frequent a
woman and she does not keep herself from anyone who comes to her.
These women were the Baghaya (prostitutes). They used to set up at
their doors banners forming a sign and were called “ladies of the
flags”. Whoever wanted them went in to them. If one of them
conceived and bore a child, they gathered together to her and
summoned the physiognomists. Then they attached her child to the
man whom they thought (the father), and the child remained attached
to him and was called his son, no objection to this course became
possible. When Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) came preaching the truth, he
abolished all the types of marriages of the Pre-Islamic era except
that which people practice today.



Unfortunately, the West has not given Islam a fair chance. Every
opportunity is utilized to derogate and blaspheme the true Islamic
point of view. Due to blindly and gullibly swallowing this filth
that is fed to them day and night by the Western media, even
Muslims have become adversely affected by this falsehood and have
begun to doubt the true Islamic standpoint.

How remarkably has Ayatullah Sayyed Ruhullah al Khomeni (t.b.)
described a woman in Islam, he says, “From Islamic viewpoint, women
have sensitive roles in the erection of the Islamic Community.
Islam promotes a woman to the extent that she be able to recover
her human status in the community and cast off her status as an
object, and commensurate with such growth, she can assume
responsibilities in developing the Islamic government”.[38]




The Holy Qur’an at several places discusses the equal position
that a woman enjoys alongside man. “Verily the Muslim men and
Muslim women, and the believing men and the believing women, and
obedient men and the obedient women, and the truthful men and the
truthful women, and the patient men and the patient women, and the
humble men and the humble women, and the alms-giving men and the
alms-givings women, and the fasting men and the fasting women, and
the men who guard their private parts and the women who guard
(their private parts), and the men who remember Allah much and the
women who remember Allah (much), for them has been prepared
forgiveness and a great recompense”. [39] 



At another juncture, Allah (s.w.t.) says, “Whosoever did good,
whether male or female, and he be a believer, then We shall
certainly make him live a life good and pure, and certainly We will
give them their return with the best of what they were doing”.
[40]
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And yet another Verse says, “And whosoever does deeds of
righteousness, whether male or female, and be believer, then these
shall enter Paradise and they shall not be wronged (even) to the
husk of a date-stone”. [41]



Each of the five pillars of Islam is as important for women as
for men, and there is no differentiation in their reward. “And of
His signs is that He created for you from yourselves, mates that
you may dwell (inclined) unto them, and caused between you love and
compassion, verily in this are signs for a people who
reflect”.[42] This is a very apt
definition of the relationship between man and woman. They are not
bound together only by a physical relationship but by love and
mercy. This definition and description comprises mutual care,
consideration, respect and affection.



The Qur'an states, “They are an apparel for you and you are
apparel for them”.[43] As an apparel gives
protection, warmth, comfort and decency, so too a husband and wife
offer each other intimacy, comfort and protection from
adultery.
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"I will not suffer the work of any of you that works to be lost,
be he male or female, the one of you being from the other".[44]



Every man or woman should pursue his/her education as far as it
is possible. One of the main aims of acquiring knowledge in Islam
is to become Allah-conscious. In the history of Islam we will find
that there were women who were narrators of Hadith, Mystics,
Scholars, Authors, Poets and Teachers, in their own right. They
utilized their knowledge within the precepts of Islam. Islam was
founded with the rights of women inbuilt within the Tenets of the
Shari’ah, therefore a Muslim Woman is totally liberated &
independent, and within the limits of the Shari’ah can stand side
by side man. In many Muslim countries we find women in various
professional fields gaining excellence and reaching their goals
with modesty & virtue.



Islam is criticized mainly for two reasons that are considered
to be ‘injustice against women’, Hijab (Islamic covering for women)
and Polygamy. In reality, Hijab does not hamper the
socio-psycho-economic growth of women, in fact a woman wearing the
Hijab commands more respect and is treated as an individual and not
as an object of lust.

Rana Kabbani, a modern day author, writes in her book, “The
wearing of Islamic dress gives these women greater rather than less
freedom & mobility, for in such austere garb and with the
mentality that accompanies it, they are much less likely to be
closely monitored by their families. Wearing the Hijab can be a
liberation, freeing women
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from being sexual objects, releasing them from the trap of
western dress and dictates of western fashion. Just as feminists in
the west have reflected on the connection between ‘feminist
clothes’ and female oppression, so Muslim feminists reject the
outward symbols of sexual allure. In favour of the Hijab it can be
said that by distancing its wearer from the world, it enriches
spiritual life, grants freedom from material preoccupations, and
erases class differences by expressing solidarity with others in
the same uniform. Since all women look the same in it, it is a most
effective equalizer, and since it camouflages rich clothing, it is
in keeping with the Islamic injunction against
ostentation”.[45]  



Frankly, what freedom & equal status has the western
civilization give to women ? Prostitution, Massage Parlors,
Lesbianism, Illegal Mistresses, one-night stands, Nudity and
Shamelessness ! These are only some of the 'rights' that the
Western World has given to women. It has made women the cheapest
commodity on earth - from a car to a packet of sweets, everything
sells with the picture of a nude or semi-nude woman. The body of
this cheap woman is the property of one and all. Every lusty and
lecherous man is at full liberty to cast his filthy gazes upon her
anatomy and commit everything evil and profanity in his mind and
heart. How cheap and despised is this woman on show. How cheap is
this woman the West has created.

On the contrary, the woman in Islam is a precious jewel not to
be viewed by all. She is far too precious than to be viewed and
exhibited to any lecherous man. Her beauty and charms are reserved
for the only person that truly appreciates and loves her - her
husband. Thus,
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she is highly protected and covered at all times, unlike the
cheap, shameless woman of the West, who is the playmate of
thousands but loved by none for what she really is.



In countries that have given women the so-called rights of
freedom and equality and left them free to do as they wish are now
shedding tears of remorse over the pathetic plight of their
degeneration and disintegrating societies. Their women being
economically and socially independent are no longer faithful and
dedicated daughters, wives, sisters and mothers. Marriage has
become outdated and old-fashioned. Instead they prefer
companionship, which is not binding upon the man or woman. Children
of such parents become delinquents and drug addicts. The whole
society is decaying and disintegrating so fast that they have
reached a point of no return.



Will Durant, the Sociologist, says, “City life prevents men from
observing the seasons, while sexual passions increase and
conditions make indulgence easier. A civilization that makes
marriage economically impossible before the age of thirty drives a
man to sexual deviation, weakens continence, and reduces purity
from its original esteem as a virtue to distant lip-service as an
impractical dream. Art enhances human beauties, man cease to count
their sins. Women, claiming equality with men, fall prey to
passions. Love affairs unlimited & premarital cohabition
becomes the rule rather than the exception. The streets may be free
of prostitutes – but not through fear of the police ! It is
because women have bankrupted prostitutes by taking over their
business for free”.[46]
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Before the advent of Islam, there was no limit for the males in
respect of the number of their wives.  Islam really imposed a
limit and allowed plurality of marriage with the idea of abolishing
adultery. And although it allowed polygamy it laid down strict
rules so that it should be safeguarded from being misused. “Then
marry those who seem good to you, two, or three or four, and if
your fear that you shall not deal justly (with so many) then
(marry) one only”.[47] “And even if, due to
some circumstances divorce should take place among them, the woman
should under no circumstances be wronged. And for the divorced
women (too) (shall) be a provision in fairness, (this is) a duty on
those who guard themselves (against evil)”.[48] “O Prophet !
(say) When divorce you (your) women, divorce you at their
prescribed period, and reckon you the Iddah (prescribed waiting
period), and fear you (the wrath of) Allah your Lord, and turn them
not of their houses, nor shall they (themselves) go out, unless
they commit any indecency, and these are the limits of Allah, and
whosoever transgresses the limits of Allah, then indeed he does
injustice to his own self. And when they reached their Iddah (the
term prescribed), then either retain them with fairness or part
with them with kindness”.[49]
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History is full of examples that prove that polygamy existed,
rather ruthlessly, among the major religions of the world long
before the advent of Islam.

Sasanian king Khusroe Pervez had 3000 wives & 12000 slave
girls who were musical performers.[50]In China the Li Ki law
gave every man the right to have upto 130 wives. In Israel one man
could have several hundreds. Charlemagne had 400 and Ardeshir
Babekan had about the same. Nor did the Gospel, following the
Torah, abrogate or condemn this practice or utter a decree to ban
it, so that up until the second half of the 8th century
AD and the time of Charlemagne, polygamy was customary in Europe
and not condemned by the Church.

Among all Eastern nations of antiquity, polygamy was a
recognized institution. Its practice by royalty, which everywhere
bore the insignia of divinity, sanctified its observance to the
people. Among the Hindus, polygamy, in both its aspects, prevailed
from ancient times. Krishna, the most revered of Hindu deities, is
believed to have 16108 wives ! Dashratha, the King of Ayodhya
and father of Rama - another of revered Hindu deities, married
three wives. There was, apparently, as among the ancient Medes,
Babylonians, Assyrians & Persians, no restriction as to the
number of wives a man might have. Polygamy existed among the
Israelites, before the time of Prophet Moosa (a.s.), and it
continued after him without imposing any limit on the number of
marriages a Hebrew husband might contract. In later times, the
Talmud of Jerusalem restricted the number by the ability of the
husband to maintain the wives properly, and though the Rabbis
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counseled that a man should not take more than four wives, the
Karaites differed from them and did not recognize the validity of
any limitation.



To the Persians, religion offered a premium on the plurality of
wives.[51]Among
the Syro-Phoenician races, whom the Israelites displaced, conquered
or destroyed, polygamy was degraded into bestiality. Among the
Thracians, Lyndians, and the Pelasgian races settled in different
parts of Europe & Western Asia, the customs of plurality of
marriages prevailed to an inordinate extent, and dwarfs all
comparison with the practice prevailing elsewhere.[52] Among the Athenians,
the most civilized and the most cultured of all the nations of
antiquity, the wife was a mere chattel, marketable &
transferable to others and a subject of testamentary disposition.
She was regarded in the light of an evil, indispensable for the
ordering of a household & procreation of children. An Athenian
was allowed to have any number of wives, and the Demosthenes
glorified in the possession by his people of three classes of
women, two of which furnished the legal & semi-legal
wives.[53]Among
the Spartans, though the men were not allowed, unless under special
circumstances, to have more than one wife, the women could have,
and almost had, more than one husband.[54] 
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History proves conclusively that, until very recent times,
polygamy was not considered so reprehensive as it is now. St.
Augustine himself seems to have observed in it no intrinsic
immorality or sinfulness, and declared that polygamy was not a
crime where it was the legal institution of a country.



Considering the exploitation of woman in the name of liberation,
numerous non-Muslim scholars too voice their support in favour of
the institution of polygamy.



Dr. Annie Besant says, “When we see thousands of miserable women
who crowd the streets of western towns during the night, we must
surely feel that it does not lie in western mouths to reproach
Islam for its polygamy. It is better for a woman, happier for a
woman, more respectable for a woman, to live in Islamic polygamy,
united to one man only, with the legitimate child in her arms
surrounded with respect, than to be seduced, cast out into the
streets, perhaps with an illegitimate child outside the pale of law
– unsheltered & uncared for, to become a victim of any
passerby, night after night rendered incapable of motherhood,
despised by all”.

 “In nations in which multiple marriages is legal, it is
made possible for practically all women to have a husband, children
and a true family life which meets their spiritual needs and
satisfies their feminine instincts. Unfortunately Church laws in
Europe have not allowed multiple marriages and left many women to a
life of spinsterhood. Some died unsatisfied; some were driven by
their desires, or by the need to earn their livelihood, into
immorality; some perished with qualms of conscience & broken
hearts. Nor can I understand, after giving much thought to the
matter, why a man, whose wife falls ill of a chronic or incurable
disease or proves barren or unable to bear a living child, should
not take a second wife along side 



the first. This is a question
the Church should answer, unfortunately it cannot. Good laws are
those which ensure a happy life when obeyed, not those which
deprive people of happiness or bind them hand & foot in
trammels of unnecessary bondage or which incite people to despise
them and so to rush to the other extreme of corruption,
prostitution or other kinds of vice”.[55]







“Nothing has been more criticized in Europe than eastern customs
of multiple marriages. No view held in Europe has shown the same
amount of ignorance & error as this criticism. Surely the legal
multiple marriage of the East is better than the hypocritical
secretive multiple marriages of the west. The Clandestine nature of
the illicit relationship is degrading to both parties. The
legalization of multiple marriage is far more seemly in every
respect”.[56]

It is true that today far too many women in the east lead an
unsatisfactory way of life and face humiliation, neglect &
deprivation. But this is not due to Islam’s regulations, rather it
is due to the neglect of religious precepts in political, social
& economical institution by Muslims themselves. Nonetheless it
is far more better than the degradation & exploitation of women
in the west under the pretext of liberation. In the autobiography
of Bertrand Russell, who was one of the most headstrong opponents
of polygamy, we read that in his early life, apart from his mother,
two women created a great impression upon him. One of them was
Alys, his first wife, and the other, his friend lady Ottoline
Morell, one of the well-known women of that
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period and a friend of many of the early 20th century
writers. It seems that it was his love affairs that brought an end
to his relations with his wife. Russell himself has written that
one afternoon he resolved to ride to the country houses near the
city on a bicycle, and that “all of a sudden I felt that I no
longer loved Alys”!  



The bible too allows polygamy, to cite a few examples, “He
(Solomon) had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred
concubines”.[57] At another place it is quoted, “If he take
him another wife, her food, her raiment, and her duty of marriage,
shall not diminish her”.[58]

The best and the most perfect example of a woman’s excellence
& significance in Islam can be found in the glorious &
peerless personality of Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.), the only daughter
of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) and his most beloved one, the wife
of Imam Ali (a.s.) and mother of Eleven Aimmah (a.s.). She combined
in herself all the noble qualities, merits & ideals that even
the most virtuous of men fail to achieve. Her unparalleled wisdom,
excellent traits, unfaltering character, lofty morals and firm
belief in Allah (s.w.t.) reigns such superior, that she stands
unequalled in the annals of history from the beginning until the
end. What more excellence could Islam bestow upon a woman when we
find a woman in an immaculate personality of Fatemah (s.a.) !
And who else except the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.) could praise his
daughter suitably. Several times he (s.a.w.s.) declared, “Fatemah
is a part of my body; whoever pleases her, pleases me; and
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whoever enrages her, enrages me”. Islam has produced numerous
virtuous ladies, who were peerless in their age, but none could
attain the lofty position that Fatemah (s.a.) did. Prophet Adam
(a.s.)’s wife Hawwa (s.a.), Prophet Ibrahim (a.s.)’s wives Hajra
(s.a.) & Sara (s.a.), Fira’un’s believing wife Asiyah (s.a.),
Prophet Isa (a.s.)’s mother Sayyedah Maryam (s.a.), Prophet
Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) several wives, at the head of which was
Sayyedah Khadijah (s.a.), his mother Amenah binte Wahab (s.a.), the
mother of Imam Ali (a.s.) Fatemah bint Asad (s.a.) etc. were ladies
of lofty characters, but it was Fatemah (s.a.) alone who was
declared as the “Mistress of the women of the worlds”, from the
beginning until the end.



Her eminence is evident at several occasions when the Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) himself arose to greet her whenever she came to his
presence, and this was not due to a father’s love for his daughter,
but due to her own identity and exclusiveness of her distinction.
Tongues fall short of words to describe her eminence and pens lack
the ability to note down her merits.

Numerous books have been written by Shi’ah/Non-Shi’ah Scholars
upon the life of this eminent personality, to name a few, Ayatullah
Shaikh Muhammad Husain Naini, “Fatemah al Zahra Ummul Imamah wa
Sayyedatun Nisa”; Ayatullah Sayyed Muhammad Kazim al Qazwini,
“Fatemah al Zahra minal Mahd ilal Lahad”; Ayatullah Sayyed Muhammad
Baqir al Sadr, “Fadak fil Tareekh”; Ayatullah Sayyed Fazil al
Milani, “Fatemah al Zahra : Umm Abiha”; Sayyed Abdul Razaq al
Muqarram, “Wafat al Siddiqataz Zahra”; Ayatullah Sayyed Muhammad
Taqi al Mudarresi, “Fatemah al Zahra : Qudwah wa Uswah”; Ayatullah
Shaikh Ibrahim Amini, “Fatemah al Zahra al Mar’ah al Namuzajiyyah
fil Islam”; Ayatullah Sayyed Dastaghaib Shirazi, “Fatemah al
Zahra”; Sayyed Jasim al Shabbar, “Balagatul Fatemiyyah minal dawha
al Muhammadiyah”; Shaikh Abdul 


Hamid al Muhajir, “I’ilamu Anni Fatemah”; Muhammad Husain
Shamsuddin, “Al Batool al Azra”; Dr. Abdul Fattah Muhammad al
Haloo, “Al Batool Fatemah al Zahra”; Ahmad Abdul Mun’em Abdul Salam
al Halawani, “Ummul Hasnain bint Akram Rasool as Sayyedah Fatemah
al Zahra al Batool”; Jalaluddin Suyuti, “Al Sugoor al Basemah fi
Fazael Fatemah”; Abdal Rasool Ali Khan, “Al Islam yuqif ila janibil
Mar’ah wa yukarrimoha fi Shakhsiyyatiz Zahra”; etc.



The book “Baitul Ahzaan Fee Masaeb Sayyedatun Niswan” (The House
of aggrieving, relating to the Sorrows of the Mistress of
womenfolk) is authored by the celebrated Scholar Shaikh Abbas al
Qummi. The book is written upon the glorious life of Sayyedah
Fatemah (s.a.) and also discusses in detail the episode of Saqifah
and Fadak. Wherever I have found it necessary, I have annexed notes
to it for further understanding & clarification. Readers are
requested to refer to these notes.



The present book happens to be the third in the translation
series of Shaikh al Qummi’s books, the first being Manazelul
Akherah followed by Nafasul Mahmoom. Arabic being an eloquent &
lucid language, it is usually impossible to translate certain words
or phrases into any other language, thus it becomes necessary at
some places to quote the original Arabic words. Notwithstanding
whatever knowledge & effort put in such work, it remains far
from being perfect, for perfection is the Essence of Allah
(s.w.t.). I therefore request the readers to write in, should they
feel it necessary, to raise any point or make any remarks in so far
as the translation is concerned and not the actual text of the
book.



For the translation of the Sermon of Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.),
I have referred to the book of Ayatullah al Uzma Shaikh Husain Ali
al Muntazari that explains her sermon in detail, rather than
translating it myself, for it
is impossible for an ordinary person like me, to comprehend the
eloquence of the words of Ma’sumeen (a.s.). More precisely they are
a set of ‘Dars al Kharej’ lectures delivered by the Ayatullah to
the Seminary students that have been compiled into a book. And for
the Qur’anic Verses, I have referred to the English Translation
& Commentary by Ayatullah Shaikh Mahdi Pooya Yazdi and S.V.
Meer Ahmed Ali, published by Tahrike Tarsile Qur’an Inc., Elmhurst,
NY.



May Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.) accept this humble service of mine
seeking her pleasure and the pleasure of Allah (s.w.t.). And may
Allah (s.w.t.) exalt the position of the author of this informative
book, Shaikh Abbas bin Muhammad Reza al Qummi, and offer him refuge
under His Empyrean in Qiyamah amongst the slaves of the Ahlulbait
(a.s.). May Allah (s.w.t.) hasten the auspicious reappearence of
Imam al Mahdi (a.t.f.s.), the one who will fill the earth with
justice & equity as it is filled with injustice &
oppression; and may Allah (s.w.t.) include us among his slaves and
adherents.



AejazAli TurabHusain (al Husainee)

[aejazali@hotmail.com]

Baqirul Uloom Islamic Library & Research Centre

Mumbai, India.

Friday 17th August 2007 / 03rd Sha’ban 1428 A.H.
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In the name of Allah (s.w.t.), the Beneficent, the Merciful.
Praises & Gratitudes in the Audience of Almighty Allah
(s.w.t.), and Salutations upon the ‘Prophet of Mercy’ Muhammad
(s.a.w.s.) and upon his Virtuous Progeny (a.s.), who are the Guides
of mankind.



This book is a summary on the glorious life of the Best Woman of
the two worlds, the Mother of the Infallible Aimmah (a.s.), Fatemah
al Zahra (s.a.), the ‘Human Hourie’. And I have divided the book
into four chapters and have further arranged the chapters into
different sections :



Chapter I : Circumstances relating to the birth of Sayyedah
Zahra (s.a.), her names and the reasons for these names being
attributed to her.



Chapter 2 : Her virtues and character, and her marriage with
Imam Ali (a.s.).



Chapter 3 : Incidents after the death of the Prophet (s.a.w.s.),
her chivalrous sermon, her resistance, and other topics relating to
it.



Chapter 4 : Her anxiety & moaning upon the separation of her
honourable father (s.a.w.s.), her will to Imam Ali (a.s.), and
similar topics relating to her last days.



Abbas bin Muhammad Reza (May Allah forgive them both).







    
  



        
      
    
      

      
        
        


  
  
  
  
  
  Chapter 4
  
    


    Circumstances relating to the birth of Sayyedah Fatemah al           Zahra (s.a.)
  
  

  


  


  

 
  
    
    
      


Fatemah al Zahra (s.a.) was born in Makkah on the twentieth day
of the month of Jamadi’ us Sani in the fifth year of ‘The
Declaration of Prophethood’ when Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) had
completed 45 years of his age as narrated by Imam Ja’far as Sadiq
(a.s.) and Imam Muhammad al Baqir (a.s.). Sayyedah Khadijah (a.s.)
was her mother. The Prophet (s.a.w.s.), during one of his
Ascensions to the heavens, consumed fruits, fresh dates and apples
of paradise. Allah (s.w.t.) transformed this food into water in the
loins of the Prophet (s.a.w.s.). When the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
returned back to the earth, he met Sayyedah Khadijah (a.s.), and
subsequently this light of Fatemah (a.s.) entered her womb. Thus
Fatemah (a.s.) is referred to as ‘The human Hourie’ in the sense
that she lived on the earth like a human but was from among the
Houries of paradise.



And therefore whenever the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) desired to smell
the sweet fragrance of Paradise, he would go to Fatemah (s.a.) and
smell the sweet fragrance of paradise & that of the Tree of
Tuba.[59]






[59]Ref.
the Qur’anic Verse : “(For) those who believe and do good a
great bliss (Tuba) shall be theirs and a beautiful place of
return”. (Surah al Ra’ad : 29). Sa’labi in his Tafseer
relates from Imam Muhammad al Baqir (a.s.) that the Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) was questioned regarding the above verse. He replied,
“Tuba is the name of a tree in Paradise whose roots shall be in my
house and branches in the houses of other believers”. The narrator
asked, “O Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) ! We had put forward the
same question to you before and you replied that it is the name of
a tree in Paradise whose roots shall be in the house of Ali (a.s.)
and branches in the houses of other believers”. The Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) replied, “Verily my house and that of Ali (a.s.) shall
be one and the same in Paradise”. (Sayyed Hashim Husaini Bahrani,
“Ghayatul Maraam”).







The Prophet (s.a.w.s.) would often kiss his daughter, and this
was disliked by some of his wives due to their ignorance of the
esteemed position of Sayyedah Zahra (a.s.).



It is possible that a question may arise in the minds regarding
the veracity of the above report, the Ascention (Me’raj) of the
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) occurred six months before the Hijrah (Migration
of the Prophet from Makkah to Madinah), while according to some it
occurred in the second year of the ‘Declaration of Prophethood’
(Be’sat), while Sayyedah Zahra (s.a.) was born in the fifth year of
the ‘Declaration of Prophethood’, then how could the above report
be true ? It should be noted that the Ascention (Me’raj) of
the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) was not limited to once so that this
incident may be doubtful. Rather it is related from Imam Ja’far al
Sadiq (a.s.) that the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.)’s Ascention took
place one hundred and twenty times, and each time Allah (s.w.t.)
recommended to the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) regarding the ‘Wilayah’ and
‘Imamah’ of Ali (a.s.) and the Aimmah (a.s.) after him, more than
the Religious Precepts & Obligations.



29). Sa’labi in his Tafseer relates from Imam
Muhammad al Baqir (a.s.) that the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) was questioned
regarding the above verse. He replied, “Tuba is the name of a tree
in Paradise whose roots shall be in my house and branches in the
houses of other believers”. The narrator asked, “O Prophet of Allah
(s.a.w.s.) ! We had put forward the same question to you
before and you replied that it is the name of a tree in Paradise
whose roots shall be in the house of Ali (a.s.) and branches in the
houses of other believers”. The Prophet (s.a.w.s.) replied, “Verily
my house and that of Ali (a.s.) shall be one and the same in
Paradise”. (Sayyed Hashim Husaini Bahrani, “Ghayatul Maraam”).



Allamah Majlisi states in his Bihar al Anwar, that one day the
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) was seated at a place named ‘Abtah’ (between
Makkah & Mina). He was accompanied by Imam Ali (a.s.), Abbas
bin Abdul Muttalib, Hamzah bin Abdul Muttalib, Ammar bin Yasir,
Manzar bin Zahzaah, Abu Bakr & Umar. Suddenly Jibra’eel
appeared in his own form, that was quite huge, and his wings had
engulfed the east & west, and said, “O Muhammad
(s.a.w.s.) ! Allah Almighty (s.w.t.) sends you greetings and
commands you to distant yourself away from Khadijah (a.s.) for
forty days”. This order was very hard upon the Prophet (s.a.w.s.),
for he held Khadijah (a.s.) dear and was attached to her. Therefore
(because Allah’s order was dearer to him than anything else) the
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) remained away from her for forty days and spent
his days fasting and nights in worship until the last days arrived.
He sent Ammar bin Yasir to Sayyedah Khadijah (a.s.) with the
message that, “O Khadijah ! Do not presume that I have
distanced myself from you due to lack of love or due to
heedlessness. But (be informed that) my Lord has commanded me to do
that so He may execute His Decree. Then do not imagine anything
else except fairness and felicity. Allah, the Exalted, daily
praises you abundanlty in the presence of His Esteemed Angels due
to this. Then when it darkens, close your door and rest on the bed,
and behold that I have taken abode in the house of Fatemah bint
Asad (a.s.)”.



Sayyedah Khadijah (a.s.) was deeply grieved due to the
separation of the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) until forty days passed.
Jibra’eel descended to the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) and said, “Allah
(s.w.t.) sends greetings to you and says that prepare yourself for
the recompense and gift”. The Prophet (s.a.w.s.) asked, “And what
is the gift from Allah (s.w.t.)”? Jibra’eel displayed ignorance,
when suddenly Mikaeel descended with a tray covered with a cloth of
fine silk or woven with heavenly gold brocade, and placed it in
front of the Prophet (s.a.w.s.). 



Jibra’eel proceeded further and said, “Allah (s.w.t.) commands
you to break your fast tonight with this meal”.



Imam Ali (a.s.) relates that the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) had taken
abode at our house. At the time of breaking his fast, he would
command me to open the doors so that anyone could come in and
partake of the food with him. But that night the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
commanded me to stand at the door of the house and said, “O son of
Abu Talib ! Consuming this meal is forbidden upon anyone else
except me”. I sat at the door and the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) entered
therein alone, and when he uncovered the tray, he saw a bunch of
dates and another of grapes. He ate until he was satiated and also
drank the water. Thereafter he extended his sacred hands to wash,
Jibra’eel poured the water, Mikaeel washed them and Israfeel wiped
his hands. Then they ascended to the heavens with the leftover of
the food.



The Prophet (s.a.w.s.) stood up for (recommended) Prayers, when
suddenly Jibra’eel re-appeared and said, “The Prayers are forbidden
upon you at this moment, you should go and meet Khadijah (a.s.),
for Allah (s.w.t.) has promised Himself that tonight He shall
create a virtuous child from your loins”. Hearing this the Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) proceeded to the house of Khadijah (a.s.) after forty
days of separation.





    
  



        
      
    
      

      
        


  An account of Sayyedah Khadijah (a.s.)


  




  
    
    
      


Sayyedah Khadijah (a.s.) relates that I was accustomed to living
alone during this period, and when it would darken, I would cover
my head and pull the curtains and fasten the doors. Then I would
offer my Prayers and turn off the lights and retire for the night.
During that night I was half-awake when the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
arrived and softly knocked at the door. I asked, “Who knocks at the
door, for knocking at  this
door is not lawful for anyone except Muhammad (s.a.w.s)”. The
Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s) replied with a sweet & soft voice,
“O Khadijah ! Open the door, I am Muhammad (s.a.w.s.)”. I was
overjoyed and opened the door while the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) entered
therein. It was the custom of the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) that whenever
he entered the house, he would call for water, perform ablutions,
offer two units of (recommended) Prayers and only then would he
retire for the night. But that night he neither asked for water nor
Prayed but reclined on the bed. He arose from the bed, by Allah
(s.w.t.), the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) had not yet left me, when I felt
the light of Fatemah (a.s.) in my womb and felt the heaviness of
pregnancy within me.



The Author says that the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) remained aloof from
Sayyedah Khadijah (a.s.) for forty days so as to prepare for a gift
from Allah (s.w.t.) in the sacred form of Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.).
Thus in the supplications addressed to Sayyedah Zahra (s.a.) we
read as follows : "Salutations upon the Chaste and Virtuous
Fatemah, the daughter of Your Messenger (s.a.w.s.) and part
of  his flesh, the core of his heart, the piece of his liver,
and the one whom You chose for him, and the gift specialized with
revelation".



Thus the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) remained aloof from Sayyedah
Khadijah (a.s.) for forty days to reveal the esteemed position of
‘the mistress of women-kind’ Sayyedah Zahra (s.a.) and none has the
ability to frame this into words. And Allah (s.w.t.) sent a tray
full of dates & grapes of Paradise to the presence of the
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) to signify these two fruits as being a source of
prosperity and plentiful gains, for no other tree produces more
abundance than the trees of dates & grapes. Apart from this,
these two trees were created from the excess mud of (left from the
creation of) Prophet Adam (a.s.). And it is not far also that it
signifies the abundance of (her) ‘Chaste, Pure, and felicitous Progeny’ and abundance of
progeny, as will be quoted later at its appropriate
place.



And as regards Jibra’eel’s statement to the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
that, “The Prayers are forbidden upon you at this moment”, meant
the recommended ‘Nawafil Prayers’ and not the obligatory ones, for
the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) had already completed the obligatory Prayers
before breaking the fast. And Allah (s.w.t.) is the ‘Best
Knower’.





    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  Her Birth


  




  
    
    
      


Shaikh Sadooq relates through his chain of transmitters from
Mufazzal bin Umar that I asked Imam Sadiq (a.s.) regarding the
birth of Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.). Imam (a.s.) replied that when
Khadijah (a.s.) married the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.), the women
of Makkah (due to their rancour of Islam) distanced themselves away
from her. They would not visit her house, neither would they greet
her nor permit any woman to visit her. And due to this Khadijah
(a.s.) was frightful and was etremely distressed lest they would
harm the Prophet (s.a.w.s.). But when Khadijah (a.s.) became
pregnant with Fatemah (a.s.), she would speak to her mother from
her womb and pacify her, while Khadijah (a.s.) had concealed this
matter from the Prophet (s.a.w.s.). One day the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
entered the house and saw Khadijah (a.s.) speaking with someone and
asked, “Whom do you speak to”? Khadijah (a.s.) replied, “The child
in my womb speaks to me and is my companion”. The Prophet
continued, “Jibra’eel informs me that this child is a daughter, a
Chaste and Auspicious Progeny, and very soon Allah (s.w.t.) will
multiply my progeny through her. While the Aimmah (a.s.) will
emerge from her progeny, who would be made  the Vicegerents & (my) Heirs after the
termination of Revelation (i.e.after me)”.[60]



Sayyedah Khadijah (a.s.) spent the days of pregnancy in the
similar manner until the time of the birth of Sayyedah Fatemah
(s.a.) arrived. She sent message to the women of Quraish & Bani
Hashim to assist her in childbirth, as is the custom that other
women assist a woman during her delivery. But the women of Quraish
& Bani Hashim replied saying that she had not paid heed to
their words and had rejected them by marrying Muhammad (s.a.w.s.),
the orphan of Abu Talib (Abdullah), who was indigent. Thus they
would not come to her nor assist her in any manner. What a etreme
moment was it, during the initial days of his ‘Proclamation’, the
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) had many enemies and Islam was isolated to such
an extent, that even at such a moment, people distanced themselves
from the wife of the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) and refused to assist
her.






[60]Ref.
the Qur’anic Verse : “And intend We to bestow (our) favour
upon those who were considered weak in the land, and to make them
the Imams, and to make them the heirs”. (Surah al Qasas :
5). Hafiz al Haskani al Hanafi says that Abul Hasan al
Farsi related to me through his chain of transmitters from Mufazzal
bin Umar, who says that he heard from Imam Ja'far as Sadiq (a.s.)
that the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.) looked at Ali (a.s.), Hasan (a.s.)
and Husain (a.s.) and wept. Then he (s.a.w.s.) said, "You are ones
‘considered weak' after me". Mufazzal says that I asked Imam (a.s.)
as to what the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.) meant. Imam as Sadiq (a.s.)
replied, "The Prophet (s.a.w.s.) meant that you are the Imams after
me", then he (a.s.) recited the above verse and said, "Thus this
verse refers to us until the day of Qiyamah". 



Khadijah (a.s.) became restless & dejected after hearing
their reply, but her Lord did not forsake her. Suddenly she saw
four women, with wheatish complexion & tall stature, similar to
the women of Bani Hashim, enter therein. Khadijah (s.a.) was
confused looking at them, (suddenly) one of them said, “O
Khadijah ! Do not aggrieve. We have come to your aid by the
command of Allah (s.w.t.). We are your sisters, I am Sarah (the
wife of Prophet Ibraheem); she is Asiyah, the daughter of Mazahim
(and the believer wife of Fir’aun), who shall be your companion in
Paradise; while she is Maryam, the daughter of Imran; and the third
one is Kulsum, the sister of Prophet Moosa. Allah Almighty has sent
us to assist you at the time of childbirth”.

Then one of them sat at the right side of Khadijah (a.s.), the
second on her left, the third facing her and the fourth behind her
head. At that moment Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.) arrived in this world
in a pure & virtuous state. As soon as she lay on the earth, a
radiant light emerged from her that glowed upon all the houses of
Makkah, and there was nothing in the east or west except that her
glittering light glowed upon all. Suddenly ten houries of Paradise
descended carrying trays & pitchers filled with the water of
Kausar. The woman standing in front of Khadijah (a.s.) lifted up
Fatemah (s.a.) and washed her with the water of Kausar. Then two
pieces of white cloth, that was whiter than milk and emitted
fragrance better than Musk & Amber, were brought and she was
wrapped in one of them, while the second one was used as a veil
& scarf. Thereafter they requested Fatemah (s.a.) to speak, she
opened her mouth and bore witness of the Unity of Allah (s.w.t.)
and the Prophethood of Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) in these words, “I bear
witness that there is no other Deity except Allah (s.w.t.), and
that my father is the Messenger of Allah, the Chief of the
Prophets, and that Ali is the Chief of the Vicegerents, and my sons
are the  


Leaders of the tribes (Asbaat)[61]”. Thereafter she greeted
the four women addressing them by their names and they in turn
attended to her with contented and smiling faces. The Houries &
the dwellers of Paradise greeted one another upon the birth of
Fatemah (s.a.) while a glorious light shone upon the heavens that
was never ever seen before by the Angels.



Then the women turned towards Khadijah (a.s.) and said, “Take
hold of your child, who is chaste, virtuous and filled with
prosperity & auspiciousness while a blessed Progeny will emerge
through her”. Khadijah (a.s.) took her in her fold with delight and
fed her. Fatemah (s.a.)’s age increased daily equalling to a month
(of an ordinary child) and every month equaling to one year than
the rest of the children.






[61]Refer
the Qur'anic Verse “And of Moosa’s people is a party, who
guide (people) with truth and there­by do justice. And We divided
them into twelve tribes (or) nations” (Surah al A’araf:
159-160).

















    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  Her Names


  




  
    
    
      


Yunus bin Zabiyan relates that Imam Ja’far as Sadiq (a.s.) said,
“Fatemah (s.a.) possesses nine names in the presence of Allah
(s.w.t.), Fatemah, Siddiqah (Honest), Mubarakah (The Blessed One),
Taherah (Virtuous), Zakiyyah (Chaste), Raziyyah (She who is
gratified), Marziyyah (She who shall be satisfied), Muhaddisah (A
person other than the Prophet, with whom the Angels speak), and
Zahra (the Splendid)”. He continued, “Do you know what Fatemah
means”? I replied, “O my master, relate it to me”, and he replied,
“The one separated from every filth”. He then continued, “If Amirul
 



Mo’meneen[62]  Ali (a.s.) would
not have been created, there would be no match for Fatemah (s.a.)
throughout this entire world from the time of Adam (a.s.) until the
end of the world”.[63]



It is also related in some traditions that she was named
‘Fatemah’ because she and her adherents would be ‘separated’ from
the fire of hell, and also because she was different from others
due to her wisdom & excellence, and because she was immune from
the menstrual blood. While it is beyond human imagination to
recognize her excellence and Allah (s.w.t.) has kept her and her
monotheist & believer progeny away from the fire of hell, as
also her friends.



It is also related that her name Fatemah originates from the
name of Allah (s.w.t.) ‘Al Fatir’ (the Originator).



While she is named ‘Taherah’ because she was purified of all
filth and error and because she never witnessed the blood of
menstruation & childbirth.



She was named ‘Zahra’ because the light of her beauty shone
thrice for Amirul Mo’meneen Imam Ali (a.s.) daily.



Abu Hashim Ja’fari relates, that I asked Imam Hasan al Askari
(a.s.) as to why was Sayyedah Fatemah (a.s.) named ‘Zahra’? Imam
(a.s.) replied, “The illuminated countenance of Sayyedah Fatemah
(a.s.) shone for Imam Ali (a.s.) in the morning similar to a
shining sun






[62]The
Commander of the faithful, a title of Imam Ali (a.s.) bestowed upon
him by the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.).




[63] Shaikh
Kulaini, “Usool al Kafi”, Vol 1 : Chapter 461



of the noon, and at the time of Zuhr similar to a radiant moon,
while at sunset it resembled the glowing stars”.



Shaikh Sadooq relates from Imam Ali al Reza (a.s.) that he said,
“When the moon of the month of Ramazan would shine upon the sky,
the light of Sayyadah Zahra (s.a.) would prevail upon the light of
the moon such that it would be concealed. The moon would be visible
only when Fatemah (s.a.) would not be present”.



Imam Ja’far as Sadiq (a.s.) relates that, “Fatemah (s.a.) is
named Zahra because a dome of red rubies is created by Allah
(s.w.t.) for her in Paradise. The height of the dome measures
equalling a distance of one year and is suspended in the air by the
Power of Allah (s.w.t.), without being hanged by chains from the
ground of the heavens so as to take care of it, nor is it supported
by pillars on the earth so as to be attached to it (it is suspended
in between the heavens & the earth). The dome contains ten
thousand doors and on each door a thousand Angels stand on guard.
The dwellers of Paradise will behold the dome, as you see the
shining stars on the skies, and it will be said to them : This
glowing (castle) belongs to Fatemah (s.a.)”.

It is related in another tradition that once Allah (s.w.t.)
wished to test His Angels. He sent a black cloud towards them that
turned the atmostphere dark such that they could not even see one
another. They requested Allah (s.w.t.) to remove it away. Allah
(s.w.t.) accepted their plea and created the light of Fatemah
(s.a.) that was similar to a lamp. Allah (s.w.t.) suspended it all
throughout the heavens such that the seven heavens and the seven
earth all glittered by the glow of her light. The Angels praised
& glorified Allah (s.w.t.) and He said, “I swear by My Honour
& Glory ! Certainly I shall gift the recompense of your
praise & glorification (of Myself) until the day of Qiyamah to
 
the friends of Zahra (s.a.) and the friends of her father
(s.a.w.s.), her husband (a.s.) & her sons (a.s.)”.



While among the other names of Sayyedah Zahra (s.a.) are,
Hisaan, Hurrah, Sayyedah (Mistress), Azraa’ (Virgin), Hawraa’ (A
Hourie), Maryam al Kubra (the elder Maryam) and Batool (one who
never witnesses the blood of menstruation). It is related that she
is named ‘Batool’ because she never witnessed the blood of
menstruation, similarly Maryam (a.s.), the mother of Prophet Isa
(a.s.), was named ‘Batool’.[64]



Some even relate that her name ‘Batool’ is derived from ‘Batal’
(to remain detached), it means that she remained aloof from the
(pleasures of the) world and neared Allah (s.w.t.). While others
say that she was named so because she was unparalleled &
unique.



Ibn Shahr Ashob relates in his Manaqib that it is related
through trustworthy authorities that Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.) had
twenty names while each of her names portrayed each of her
excellences. While these names have been quoted by Ibn Babawayh in
his book Maulid Fatemah (s.a.).






[64] Umar
bin Ali relates from Imam Ali bin Abi Talib (a.s.) that he said
that one day the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) was asked, "What is the meaning
of Batool, as we have heard you say Maryam al Batool and Fatemah al
Batool". He (s.a.w.s.) replied, "Batool is referred to a woman who
never sees red (menstrual blood), i.e. she never menstruates,
because menstruation is resentful if it occurs in a Prophet's
daughter". (Shaikh Sadooq, “Ilal ash Sharaye”).









Her Kuniyah have been stated as Ummul Hasan, Ummul Husain, Ummul
Muhsin, Ummul Aimmah, Umm Abiha and Ummul Mu’meneen. While these
Kuniyah have been quoted in the salutations addressed to her.



It is also quoted in Manaqib that in the heavens she is known by
the name of Nooriyyah (the Glowing one), Samawiyyah (Heavenly) and
Haniyah (Compassionate). She is named ‘Haniyah’ because she was
kind and affectionate towards her husband & sons.









    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  A Specimen of her Kindness Towards her Husband


  




  
    
    
      


It is sufficient to be quoted here that she bore patiently the
blows (of the whips), insults, breaking of bones, the wound of the
whip on her arms that had swelled, and all this due to her immense
love towards her husband and in defense of his sanctity, until
ultimately she was martyred due to these sufferings. At her
deathbed she wept, Imam Ali (a.s.) asked her, “Why do you weep”?
And she answered, “I weep upon the sufferings that would befall you
after my death”. Imam (a.s.) replied, “Do not weep. I swear by
Allah (s.w.t.), that if these calamities befall me in the way of
Allah (s.w.t.), I consider them to be minute & naught”.



Shaikh Mufeed in his Irshad relates that in the eighth year of
Hijrah the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) commanded Amirul Mo’meneen
Ali (a.s.) to proceed on an expedition of Zat al
Salasil[65] to
the sandy






[65]In the
eighth year of the Hijrah, twelve thousand polytheists of the
Valley of Yabis gathered and pledged that they would kill both
Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) and Ali (a.s.). When the Holy Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) was informed of this, he dispatched Abu Bakr with four
thousand men against them with orders that he should at first
invite them towards accepting Islam, and if they refuse, to fight
them, but Abu Bakr returned back without accomplishing the task.
The Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.) told him, "You disobeyed my orders and
did not perform it, by Allah, you are a disobedient one". Then he
(s.a.w.s) sent Umar bin Khattab with similar orders but he too
returned back. Then the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.) sent Imam Ali
(a.s.), who as usual accomplished the task most obediently and put
to sword the polytheists (in defense). The Chapter of Al Adiyat was
revealed regarding this expedition and several verses in praises of
Imam Ali (a.s.). When Imam Ali (a.s.) returned back victoriously,
the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.) himself went forth to welcome him and
said, "Ascend your mount, that Allah (s.w.t.) and His Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) are pleased with you". He (s.a.w.s.) then continued, "O
Ali ! If I had not feared that a group from among the nation
would attribute such thing (divinity) to you as the Christians
attribute to Isa (a.s.), I would have narrated several words in
your praise. Today you shall not pass by a group of men, except
that they would take the earth from beneath your feet as
blessings".







region of Yabis to crush the rebellion of the enemies. Imam Ali
(a.s.) possessed a headband that he would tie whenever he would
have to go to a fierce battle. Then when he resolved to go for the
above expedition, he came to Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.) and asked for
it. She (s.a.) asked, “Where are you going and where does my father
intend to send you”, and Imam (a.s.) replied, “I have been
commanded to proceed on an expedition to the sandy region (of
Yabis)”. Hearing this Sayyedah Zahra (s.a.) started weeping due to
the danger of this battle and her love and concern for her husband.
At that moment Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) entered the house and
told her, “Why do you weep ? Do you fear that your husband
would be killed ? No, he would not be killed by Allah
(s.w.t.)’s Will”. Imam Ali (a.s.) said, “O Prophet 



(s.a.w.s.) and Ali (a.s.). When the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
was informed of this, he dispatched Abu Bakr with four thousand men
against them with orders that he should at first invite them
towards accepting Islam, and if they refuse, to fight them, but Abu
Bakr returned back without accomplishing the task. The Holy Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) told him, "You disobeyed my orders and did not perform
it, by Allah, you are a disobedient one". Then he (s.a.w.s) sent
Umar bin Khattab with similar orders but he too returned back. Then
the Holy Prophet (s.a.w.s.) sent Imam Ali (a.s.), who as usual
accomplished the task most obediently and put to sword the
polytheists (in defense). The Chapter of Al Adiyat was revealed
regarding this expedition and several verses in praises of Imam Ali
(a.s.). When Imam Ali (a.s.) returned back victoriously, the Holy
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) himself went forth to welcome him and said,
"Ascend your mount, that Allah (s.w.t.) and His Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
are pleased with you". He (s.a.w.s.) then continued, "O Ali !
If I had not feared that a group from among the nation would
attribute such thing (divinity) to you as the Christians attribute
to Isa (a.s.), I would have narrated several words in your praise.
Today you shall not pass by a group of men, except that they would
take the earth from beneath your feet as blessings".



of Allah (s.a.w.s.) ! Do you not desire that I should be
martyred and thus enter Paradise”?





    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  Her Affection Towards her Sons


  




  
    
    
      


It is sufficient to quote here that what has been stated by
Shaikh Sadooq from Hammad who relates from Imam Ja’far as Sadiq
(a.s.) that he said, “It is not lawful for a man to marry two women
(at the same time) from among the descendants of Sayyedah Fatemah
(s.a.), for when this news reaches her she is aggrieved”. Hammad
asked, “Does this news reach her”? Imam (a.s.) replied, “Yes, by
Allah (s.w.t.)”!







    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  A Dream of Ibn ‘Unayn, a Poet of the Seventh Century


  




  
    
    
      


An astonishing event has been quoted in the book Umdatul Talib
regarding Bani Dawood bin Moosa al Hasani, which is renowned among
the genealogists and others. It is transmitted through reliable
chain of authorities and is quoted in the ‘Diwan’ of Ibn Unayn.



Ibn Unayn, the poet, once proceeded towards Makkah with a large
amount of wealth & merchandise. On the way he
encountered some of the
Sadaat[66] of Bani
Dawood, who robbed him and destroyed all his merchandise. They even
robbed his clothes off his body and injured him while leaving him
alone in this wretched state.



Ibn Unayn wrote a letter to Aziz bin Ayyub, the King of Yemen,
complaining to him and requesting his help. During that period, the
king of Yemen had dispatched his brother Malik Naser to the bank of
a river that he had freed from the hands of the Europeans and had
conquered it. Malik Naser had requested from his brother (the king)
to permit him to stay for a while at the bank of the river.



Ibn Unayn, in his letter that comprised of a provocative
couplet, incited the king of Yemen to seek revenge from the Sadaat
who had plundered his belongings. The starting words of the couplet
were as follows : “Your virtuous qualities and munificence are
beyond the capacity of eulogizing by the eloquent; you have reached
such position with regards to your benevolence that has exceeded
the frontiers of goodness; do not say that I have conquered the
bank that was under the colonization of the Europeans, for the bank
cannot be compared with the city of Aden, these both cannot be
similar; then if you intend the ‘Holy War’ unsheath your sword
against the community that have destroyed the Precepts &
Customs of Allah (s.w.t.); then purify the ‘House of Allah
(s.w.t.)’ (the Ka’bah) with your sword from the pollution and the
degraded & ugly community (the Bani Dawood); do not say that
they are among the Progeny of Fatemah (s.a.) and that you would not
fight them; for if these people would hve gained access






[66] Lit.
Masters. A word of respect referred to those from among the
descendants of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.s) through Sayyedah Zahra
(s.a.) and Imam Ali (a.s.) 







to the family of Harb (Abu Sufyan), they would have united to
kill Imam Hasan (a.s.)”.



When Ibn Unayn compiled these verses and sent it to the king of
Yemen, one day he dreamt that he was near the Ka’bah. Sayyedah
Zahra (s.a.) was circumambulating the Ka’bah, he stepped forward
and saluted her but she did not reply to him. He started weeping
and humbly asked her as to what sin did he commit that she did not
reply to his salutation. Sayyedah Zahra (s.a.), in reply to Ibn
Unayn, recited the following verses : “Never ! The entire
Progeny of Fatemah (s.a.) be base & degraded, but time has
oppressed us with deceit & deception; if one person from among
my progeny dealt with you with evil, you should not have
deliberately abused us all; then repent on your attitude, for if
anyone treats us badly and then repents (sincerely), Allah (s.w.t.)
forgives him; then hold them (the Sadaat) dear for the sake of
their Grandfather Mustafa (s.a.w.s.) and do not hurt any one from
among his Progeny nor insult them; then whatever (harm) reaches you
from them, ask its recompense from us on the day of Qiyamah when
you meet us”.



Ibn Unayn relates that I awoke from my sleep wailing and in
fear. I saw that the wounds of my body had healed due to Sayyedah
Zahra (s.a.). I repented and regretted upon my words. Then I
compiled these words in repentance, “I repent in the presence of
the daughter of the Guide Messenger (s.a.w.s.) against the crime
and request her to forgive; and accept repentance from the one who
suffered due to his words; I swear by Allah (s.w.t.) that if anyone
from among them (the Sadaat) tear me to pieces with their spears or
swords, I shall not deem it to be evil but shall look at it with
goodness”.
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    Some of the virtues of Sayyedah Fatemah al Zahra (s.a.) 
  
  

  


  


  

 
  
    
    
      


Sayyedah Fatemah al Zahra (s.a.) was one of the members of
Kisa[67] and
Mubahilah[68] and also one of
those who had migrated (from








[67]A’eshah
relates that one day the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) came out
enrapped in an embroidered black woollen mantle (Kisa). Just then
Hasan bin Ali (a.s.) came to him and the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) took
him into the mantle. Soon Husain (a.s.) followed him and he was
also taken into the mantle. After him came Fatemah (s.a.), the
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) took her into the mantle too. In the last came
Ali (a.s.), and the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) had him also in the mantle.
Then the Verse of Purification (Ayah al Tatheer) was revealed.
(Imam Muslim, “Saheeh”, Vol 2 : Pg 283; Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, “Musnad”,
Vol 1 : Pg 330. Also refer Jalaluddin Suyuti, “Tafseer Al Durr al
Mansur”, Vol 5; Fakhruddin al Raazi, “Tafsir al Kabir”, Vol 1;
Jalaluddin Suyuti, “Khasaesul Kubra”, Vol 2; Ibn Hajar al Haisami,
“Sawaequl Muhriqah”, Pg 85; Ibn Aseer, “Jame' ul Usool”, Vol 1;
Muhibuddin Tabari, “Riyazun Nazarah”, Vol 2; Haysami, “Majma'ul
Zawaid”, Vol 9; Tirmizi, “Jame”, Vol 2; Hakim Naishapuri,
“Mustadrak”, Vol 3; Ibn Kaseer, “Al Bidayah wan Nihayah”, Vol 3;
Ibn Sabbagh, “Fusulul Muhimmah” Pg 8; etc.






[68]The
famous incident of Mubahila took place in the tenth year of the
Hijrah against the Christians of Najran. A deputation of sixty
Christians of Najran came and discussed with the Holy Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) about the personality of Prophet Isa (a.s.). The Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) asked them not to attribute divinity to him as he was
just one of the Prophets of Allah. But when they refused to agree
to any amount of reasoning, the following Verse was revealed,
“And unto him who disputes with you therein after the
knowledge has come unto you, say (unto them) : come, let us summon
our sons, and (you summon) your sons, and (we summon) our women and
(you) your women, and (we summon) our selves and (you) yourselves
and then let us invoke and lay the curse of Allah upon the liars”.
(Surah Ale Imran : 61). The Christians agreed to the
Mubahilah (a spiritual contest invoking the curse of Allah upon the
liars) the next day. On the next day the Christians gathered their
Holy men, women and children while the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) came with
Imam Husain (a.s.) in his lap, Imam Hasan (a.s.) holding his finger
(as his sons) and walking beside him, Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.) (as
his women) following him with Imam Ali (a.s.) behind her (as his
self). At the appearance of these Divine Souls with the Halo of the
Divine Light radiating from their Holy Faces, the chief Monk Abdul
Masih began to gaze at their faces and exclaimed, "By God ! I
see the faces which, if they pray to God for mountains to move from
their place, the mountains will immediately move". He continued, "O
believers in Jesus of Nazareth ! I will tell you the truth
that should ye fail to enter into some agreement with Muhammad
(s.a.w.s.) and if these Godly souls curse you, you will be wiped
out of existence to the last day of the life on the earth". This
event is marked in Islamic history as the eternal triumph of Islam
upon Christianity and numerous Non-Shi'ah historians have related
it in their books viz. Imam Fakhurddin Razi in his Tafseer, Abu
Ishaq Sa'labi in his Tafseer, Jalaluddin Suyuti in Tafseer Al Durr
al Mansoor, Qazi Baizawi, Jarullah Zamakhshari, Imam Muslim in his
Saheeh etc. 







Makkah to Madinah) under etreme conditions in the way of Allah
(s.w.t.). She was also one of those regarding whom the following
verse of ‘Tatheer’ was revealed : “Verily Allah intends but to keep
off from you (every kind of) uncleanliness O the People of the
House, and purify you (with) a thorough purification” (Surah al
Ahzab : 33), while Jibra’eel prided himself being one of them (in
the Kisa) and Allah (s.w.t.) Himself was a Witness of their truth
& purity. She was the mother of the Aimmah (a.s.) and the
remembrance of the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.), while his Progeny
descended from her and remains until the day of Qiyamah. She was
the mistress of the women of the two worlds from the beginning
until the end.



She resembled the Prophet (s.a.w.s.) most with regards to
speech, while her character and mannerisms were a mirror of the
character & mannerisms of the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) as
also her gait (resembled him). Whenever she went to the presence of
the Prophet (s.a.w.s.), he would welcome her warmly, kiss her hands
and sit her in his place. Likewise when the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
would go to meet Fatemah (s.a.), she would arise and receive him
warmly while kissing his hands. The Prophet (s.a.w.s.) would kiss
Zahra (s.a.) often, and whenever he desired smelling the fragrance
of Paradise, he would go to Fatemah (s.a.). He said regarding her,
“Fatemah is a piece of me, whoever pleases her pleases me, and
whoever hurts her hurts me”, “Fatemah is the dearest person for
me”. Similar words of his bear witness to his immense love for
Fatemah (s.a.) and he would often address her as “O beloved of her
father”! Thus Tabari relates from Imam Muhammad al Baqir (a.s.) who
relates from his grandfathers (a.s.) that Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.)
said, that the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.s.) told me, “O beloved of
her father ! Every intoxication is prohibited, and every
intoxication is wine”. 







    
  



        
      
    
      

      
        


  Friendship for the Sake of Allah (s.w.t.)


  




  
    
    
      


It should be borne in mind that the love of those near to Allah
(s.w.t.) towards their children, relatives & friends does not
originate due to their own self or human impulse, rather they are
far away from every human desire. While their love & attachment
is purely for the sake of Allah (s.w.t.), they do not hold anyone
dear except Allah (s.w.t.), while their love for other than Allah
(s.w.t.) is simply for the reason that this love would result in
the love of Allah (s.w.t.). And for this reason Prophet Ya’qoob
(a.s.) loved his son Prophet Yusuf (a.s.) more than any of his
other sons. And because his sons were ignorant of the real essence
of his love for his son (Prophet Yusuf), they considered him to
have gone astray and said, “Surely Yusuf and his (own) brother are
dearer to our father than we, though we are (in) a (bigger) group;
verily our father is in manifest error”.[69] While the affection
of Prophet Ya’qoob (a.s.) with Prophet Yusuf (a.s.) was not due to
materialistic reasons, but it was because Allah (s.w.t.) loved
Yusuf (a.s.) and had chosen him (for Prophethood) among all his
brothers. And it is clear as light that the beloved of Allah
(s.w.t.) should also be the beloved of His Prophet.



Shaikh Kulaini relates from Muhammad bin Sinan that I was in the
presence of Imam Muhammad al Jawad (a.s.) and informed him about
the difference of opinion that had crept up among the Shi’ah.








[69]Holy
Qur’an, Surah al Yusuf : 8 



Imam (a.s.) replied, “O Muhammad ! Allah (s.w.t.) was
constantly Unique & Peerless in His Individuality &
Matchlessness. Then He created Muhammad (s.a.w.s.), Ali (a.s.) and
Fatemah (s.a.) and these three lights remained (in worship) for
thousands of years. Then Allah (s.w.t.) created all the beings and
made them witness upon His creations and made their (Muhammad, Ali
& Fatemah) obedience incumbent upon all His creatures and
handed all the affairs to them. Then they made lawful what they
desired and forbade what they desired. But they desired not save
what Allah (s.w.t.) desired”.[70]Then Imam al Jawad (a.s.)
continued, “O Muhammad ! This is the original piety. Thus
those who move rapidly and go forward (from them) falls astray,
while those who move slowly and lag behind (them) are doomed, but
those who move in harmony with the Religion and remain constantly
attached to it shall reach the truth. O Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) !
Then memorise these words and take heed”.

The author says, that these words prove that the personality
of Sayyedah Zahra (s.a.) was one of those who had been bestowed
authority upon all the creation by Allah (s.w.t.). Then she may
make lawful what she desires and also prohibit what she desires
bearing in mind that she would not desire save what Allah (s.w.t.)
desires.








[70]Refer
to the Qur’anic Verse “And you desire not save what Allah
desires; verily Allah is All-Knowing, the All-Wise”. (Surah al Dahr
: 30)















    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  The book of Fatemah (s.a.)


  




  
    
    
      


It is related in numerous traditions from Aimmah (a.s.) that the
book of Fatemah (s.a.) remains with them.



It is related in Basaerud Darajat from Imam Ja’far as Sadiq
(a.s.) that he said, “Fatemah (s.a.) left a book as remembrance.
That book is not the Qur’an but contains words of Allah (s.w.t.)
from among His numerous words that He revealed to Fatemah (s.a.).
The Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) dictated it while it was written
down by Imam Ali (a.s.)”.



Abu Baseer relates, that I went to the presence of Imam Ja’far
as Sadiq (a.s.) and asked him, “May I be your ransom ! I have
a question, is there a stranger here who may hear me”? Imam Sadiq
(a.s.) lifted up a curtain, which was drawn between his room and
the adjoining one, and looked therein. Then he said, “O Aba
Muhammad ! You may question whatever you desire”. I said, “May
I be your ransom ! The Shi’ah relate a tradition that the
Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) opened a door of knowledge for Imam Ali
(a.s.) and that from each of these doors a thousand doors (of
knowledge) opened. By Allah ! This is the complete & true
knowledge”! Imam Sadiq (a.s.) remained silent for some time and
then said, “Verily this is the knowledge, but not a complete one. O
Aba Muhammad ! We have with us the ‘Jame’ah’ (a Compilation)
and what do men know what is the compilation ? It is a scroll
admeasuring a length of seventy cubits dictated by the Prophet of
Allah (s.a.w.s.) himself and written down by Ali (a.s.).  It
contains all that is lawful & unlawful and all other Religious
Laws that men need, even the penalty of inflicting a scratch”. Then
he patted at me with his hand and said, “O Aba 



Muhammad ! Do you permit me”? I replied, “I am one of you,
then you may do as to wish”. Then he pinched me with his sacred
hand and said, “The ‘compilation’ also contains the penalty for
inflicing a pinch”, he replied this while appearing a bit angry. I
said, “By Allah ! This is the complete knowledge”! Imam
replied, “Verily this is the knowledge, but again not a complete
one”. Then again he remained silent for sometime and continued,
“Indeed we have the ‘Jafr’ with us, and what do men know what is
the ‘Jafr’? I asked as to what it was and he replied, “It is made
of leather, a treasure containing the knowledge of Prophets (a.s.),
the Vicegerents and the ancient Erudites of Bani Israeel”. I again
said, “Indeed this is the complete knowledge”! Imam said, “This is
the knowledge but not a complete one”, saying this he remained
silent for a moment and continued, “Indeed we have with us the
‘Book of Fatemah (s.a.)’ ! And what do men know what is the
‘Book of Fatemah (s.a.)’? I asked, “And what is the ‘Book of
Fatemah (s.a.)”? and Imam replied, “It is a book three times of the
Qur’an that is in your possession, by Allah ! It does not even
contain a word from the Qur’an”[71]. I again said that it was
indeed the complete








[71] The
great Scholar Shaikh Muhammad bin Hasan al Saffar (d. 290 AH) in
his Basaerud Darajat relates, that Al Jafr is a book that Imam Ali
(a.s.) inherited from the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.), it contains
knowledge of past and future events. There are two types of Jafr :
the White Jafr contains the previous scriptures viz. Zaboor,
Tawrat, Injeel and even the Scrolls (Suhuf) of Ibraheem (a.s.). The
red Jafr is a leather bag that contains the weapons of the Prophet
(s.a.w.s.), both of these Jafr have been consequently passed on to
each Imam (a.s.). While the Mushaf Fatemah (a.s.) is a part of the
white Jafr. This Mushaf is said to be three times the size of the
Qur'an but there is not even a word of the Qur'an in it. Part of
the contents includes the will of Fatemah (s.a.). It is related
that after the death of the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.), Fatemah
(s.a.) informed Imam Ali (a.s.) that she could hear voices from
within. He asked her to inform him what she heard, it was actually
the Angel speaking to her. She dictated what she heard to Imam Ali
(a.s.), this formed the Musfah. It also pertains to future events.
(Here ends the quotation of Shaikh Saffar). One should also thus
refer to her name Al Muhaddisah i.e., a person other than the
Prophet, with whom the Angels speak.







knowledge and Imam (a.s.) replied, “It is the knowledge but not
a complete one”. Then he remained silent for a moment and said,
“All the knowledge of the past and future until the day of Qiyamah
is with us”. I said, “This is then the complete knowledge”! Imam
replied, “This also is the knowledge but not a complete one”. I
asked, “Then what is the complete knowledge”? Imam replied, “It is
the knowledge that manifests very day & night referring to one
subject after the other and one thing after another until the day
of Qiyamah”. 







    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  The Status of Fatemah (s.a.) in Paradise


  




  
    
    
      


It is related in a few traditions that Fatemah (s.a.) is one of
the riders on the day of Qiyamah who shall ride upon ‘Ghazbah’, the
Camel of the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.), and enter the ground of
‘Mahshar’.



Ibn Shahr Ashob relates that when the Prophet of Allah
(s.a.w.s.) was on his deathbed, his Camel ‘Ghazbah’ addressed him
saying, “Whom do you inherit me to after your death”? The Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) replied, “O Ghazbah ! May Allah (s.w.t.) give you
abundance ! You are from among the property of Fatemah (s.a.)
who shall ride upon you in this world and the hereafter”. When the
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) passed away, the Camel came at night to the
presence of Sayyedah 



Angel speaking to her. She dictated what she heard to Imam
Ali (a.s.), this formed the Musfah. It also pertains to future
events. (Here ends the quotation of Shaikh Saffar). One should also
thus refer to her name Al Muhaddisah i.e., a person other than the
Prophet, with whom the Angels speak.



Fatemah (s.a.) and said, “Peace be upon you, O daughter of the
Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) ! My end has drawn near, I swear
by Allah (s.w.t.) that after the death of the Prophet of Allah
(s.a.w.s.) I have not tasted water or grass”. The Camel died three
days after the passing away of the Prophet (s.a.w.s.).



It is related in the ‘Tafseer’ of Farat bin Ibraheem that Amirul
Mo’meneen Imam Ali (a.s.) said, that one day the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)
came to meet Fatemah (s.a.) when she was aggrieved. The Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) related to her regarding the day of Qiyamah until he
said, “O Fatemah ! When you reach the gate of Paradise, twelve
thousand houries shall come to greet you, they would not have met
anyone similarly before you nor would they meet anyone in this
manner after having met you. They would be carrying dazzling
weapons and shall be riding upon radiant Camels, the saddles of
these Camels will be of gold & red rubies. Their bridles will
be studded with pearls, while each of these Camels will be covered
with silk brocade that will be studded & heaped with various
precious gems. And when you enter Paradise, the dwellers therein
shall rejoice at your arrival and shall bring forth dishes
specially prepared for your Shi’ah laid down upon radiant chairs.
They shall partake from it while other men would yet be entangled
in accounting. And your Shi’ah shall always be given whatever and
whenever they desire anything. And when the ‘Friends of Allah
(s.w.t.)’ shall settle down finally in Paradise, all the Prophets
(a.s.), starting from Adam (a.s.) and after him, shall come to
greet you”.





    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  Words of Fatemah (s.a.) – a Delight of the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)’s Heart


  




  
    
    
      


Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.) relates, that when this verse “Make ye
not the addressing of the Prophet among you like your
 addressing one
another”[72] was revealed, I started addressing the
Prophet (s.a.w.s.) as “O Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.)” while the
Prophet wanted me to address him as “O father”. He did not tell me
anything three times, but thereafter he turned towards me and said,
“O Fatemah ! This verse is not revealed for you or your
Progeny, while you are from me and I from you. Rather this verse is
revealed for the unkind & rough Quraishite and the arrogant
& egoistic people”. Then he (s.a.w.s.) continued, “Then address
me as ‘O father’ for these words of yours’ enliven my heart and
pleases Allah (s.w.t.)”.



It is related in Misbahul Anwar from Amirul Mo’meneen Ali (a.s.)
that Fatemah (s.a.) said, that the Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) told
me, “Allah (s.w.t.) grants pardon to the one who sends salutations
upon you, and unites him with me in my status in Paradise”.








[72] Holy
Qur’an, Surah al Noor : 63











    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  Hunger of Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.) and the Prophet (s.a.w.s.)’s Prayer


  




  
    
    
      


Shaikh Kulaini relates from Imam Muhammad al Baqir (a.s.), who
relates from Jabir bin Abdullah al Ansari, that one day the Prophet
(s.a.w.s.) decided to meet Sayyedah Fatemah (s.a.) and went towards
her house while I was alongwith him. When we reached the door, he
knocked at it and said, “Peace be upon you”! Fatemah (s.a.)
replied, “Peace be upon you O Prophet of Allah”! The Prophet asked,
“Should I enter therein” and she (s.a.) replied, “You may enter O
Prophet of Allah”. The Prophet asked, “Should I enter alongwith the
 one accompanying me”? Fatemah
(s.a.) replied, “O Prophet of Allah ! I do not have a veil”.
The Prophet (s.a.w.s.) said, “O Fatemah ! Then cover your head
with the extra part of your Chador”. Fatemah (s.a.) did as directed
and the Prophet said, “Peace be upon you”. Fatemah (s.a.) replied,
“Peace be upon you O Prophet of Allah”. The Prophet continued, “Do
you permit me to enter therein” and she replied in the affimative.
The Prophet said, “Do I enter alongwith the person accompanying
me”? Fatemah (s.a.) replied, “Yes, both of you may enter herein”.
Both of us entered therein and we (the Prophet) saw that Fatemah
(s.a.)’s face had turned pale. The Prophet (s.a.w.s.) asked her the
reason and she replied, “O Prophet of Allah (s.a.w.s.) ! It is
due to excessive hunger”. Hearing this the Prophet said, “O Allah
(s.w.t.) Who satiates the hungry, Who amends the affairs of the
deficient ones, satiate Fatemah, the daughter of Muhammad
(s.a.w.s.)”.







    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  Her Modesty Towards her Husband


  




  
    
    
      


Abu Sa’eed Khudri relates that one day Imam Ali (a.s.) was very
hungry, he came to Fatemah (s.a.) and said, “O Fatemah ! Do
you have some food so that I may partake of it”? Fatemah (s.a.)
replied, “No, I swear by the Lord Who has chosen my father for
Prophethood and Who has bestowed upon you the Vicegerency, there is
no food with me. Two days have passed since we have no food, and if
I had some food left with me, I would have given you preference
upon myself and my sons Hasan (a.s.) and Husain (a.s.)”. Hearing
this Imam Ali (a.s.) said, “O Fatemah ! Why did you not inform
me so that I could have arranged food for you all”? Fatemah (s.a.)
replied, “O Abal Hasan ! I felt embarrassed in the presence of
my Lord that I should burden you with something beyond your
control”. 









    
  



      
    
      

      
        


  Division of Labour in the House 
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